
Getting Top Dollar for Your Home 

One of the most frequently asked questions that I have been asked over the last 22 years of being in 

Real Estate is; “What should I do to get my house ready for sale”?  Perhaps the best way to answer this 

is by putting yourself in the buyers place. Start by considering what you want in a home and a good 

place to begin the process is with the model home concept.   

What do you find when you go to a model home?  The walls throughout the house are clean and fresh.  

All of the appliances, countertops and cupboards are clean and shiny.  There is lots of artwork around 

the house and you will find fresh flowers or fruit on the kitchen counter or table. The windows and 

mirrors sparkle, the towels in the bathroom are fresh and new and the bathroom smells fresh and clean.  

The furniture is strategically placed in such a way that it makes the rooms looks spacious. The closets are 

either empty or organized.  The two car garage floor is clean and neat and it looks like you can put more 

than two cars in it. 

Now think about an open house that you might have gone into where the house is pretty equal in size.  

The walls and doors might have had dirt, marks or fingerprints on them.  There is clutter in all the 

closets.  You might have found dirty dishes in the sink, the appliances are dirty, and there are all sorts of 

objects and knick knacks on the counters.  You find personal pictures all over the house instead of art 

work.  The bathroom has worn and used towels and there are personal items on the counter.  The 

carpets throughout the house might have been spotted or worn.  The children’s room and the bonus 

room have toys on the floor and there might be droopy or dead plants throughout the house.  You go 

into the garage and the two car garage doesn’t look like you can even get one car into it.   

If these houses are pretty equal in size which house would you rather buy? Perhaps you are thinking of 

selling now or in the near future; here are some tips that can make your house show ready: 

1. De-Clutter/De-personalize - Remember as you begin this process you want to look at it as a 

buyer.  Your house became a home when you added your personal touch to it so the 

prospective buyers need to envision your home as their own. Start by removing personal 

photos and albums and replace them with inexpensive prints or artwork. Remove wallpaper off 

the walls and give the inside walls a fresh coat of paint with a neutral wall color.  Box up any 

personal items or those items that you know you won’t be using and place them in a rented 

storage facility. You will have to box these things up when the house sells so you might as well 

begin the process now.  Pay close attention to detail by ensuring that your closets, cupboards 

and drawers are neat and tidy and remove any items that you aren’t using and box them up 

also.  The dishes should be neatly stacked and your pantry should be thinned out and 

organized. Make sure there is nothing on the kitchen counters except fresh flowers or fruit. 

Look at your clothes closets and be sure that your shirts, blouses, pants and dresses are neatly 

hung together and your shoes are lined up. This may be a good time to get rid of clothes that 

don’t fit or that you don’t want any more. You might want to pack up any window coverings, or 

fixtures that you want to take with you.  If a prospective buyers see these things and you don’t 

want to give them up it could be a problem later on. 



2. Clean it up - Make sure all surfaces, floors, counter tops, sinks, and cupboards are nice and 

clean.  This is a good time to shampoo your carpets or replace them if they are worn and out of 

date.  Your windows and mirrors should sparkle and window coverings should be free of dust 

and stains. Take a good look at your window coverings and if they are old and dated, you might 

consider replacing them. Visualize your large living spaces and make sure all surfaces, shelves, 

entertainment centers etc. are clean and nothing is left out to trip over or draw an eye too.  

Make sure your bathrooms are sparkling clean and if the grout or tile looks bad, try bleaching it 

or replace it if necessary.  Clean and air out any musty smelling areas.  Bad odors are a no-no.  

Put an air freshener in the entry way so that your house smells clean and fresh.  You can bake 

bread or cookies to give your house a warm and inviting smell, and if you don’t have time to 

make cookies or bread make sure you have a plug in air freshener going.  Now is the time to 

also fix any leaks, fixtures and toilet seats that look bad. Polish chrome faucets, make sure your 

refrigerator is clean on the inside and outside. Pay close attention to detail by keeping your 

stovetop, oven and microwave neat and clean.  New bathroom towels look great fastened with 

ribbon and bows.    Make sure your garage is clean and swept and if it is a two car garage make 

sure it looks like you can get two cars into it.  This might mean boxing things up and putting 

them in storage. 

 

3. Make each room have one distinct purpose - For example a dining room should have a dining 

table in it and not be the office.  Make the bedrooms look like bedrooms and remove any 

furniture that makes the room look smaller.  Taking the guess work out of knowing what the 

rooms are helps the buyer visualize what they can do with them.  Stage relaxing areas by 

placing a tea serving at a small table by a window overlooking a garden, or place an open book 

and cozy throw blanket on the upholstered chair in your bedroom.  Put a vase of fresh flowers 

in the entry hall and arrange some beautiful cookbooks on the counter or shelf in the kitchen.   

 

4. Check the curb appeal - You might have a wonderful model home on the inside but if the buyer 

won’t get out of the agents car because they don’t like the outside of your house they will 

never know how beautiful your home is inside.  Be sure that your sidewalks are cleared and 

swept. The lawns should be mowed regularly and the landscaping should be freshly manicured.  

You may even need to freshen up your outside paint job and there should be no peeling paint 

in view. Try planting some new flowers, trim your bushes and make sure your house number 

can be easily read. All exterior lighting should be in working order and you should plan on 

keeping the house well lit even at dusk.  

If you desire to sell your home for top dollar then you should consider completing the items on the list 

above. Your home will be as desirable as the new model home that everyone enjoys going into and it 

will certainly place you above the run down bank owned model in your neighborhood. There are all sorts 

of options to consider and a way to make the improvements fit your budget. Your home is one of your 

most significant and important investments. It is a good idea to obtain sound advice on preparing your 

home well in advance of your need to sell in order to achieve the top sales price in your neighborhood. 

This is my specialty – please call for a no obligation consultation. 
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